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BUDGETTRAVEL .
Priceline.com
morphs into
hotel, airfare
search engine

It used to be that Priceline.com
was arather exotic service mean
only for the gamblers among us
— the folks willing to accept the

riskof agam.
5 flight or an out-
® @ of-the-center hc
tel. By featurin;
its bidding
process (“name
your own
: = price”), Price
. 1 | line.com came
2 5 up with absurd
4 éﬂhur ly low air or ho-
: ‘- rommer tel rates, but
Rockettes rehearsin i
I back of sometimes producinga
dawn departure, a multi-stop
° ° ° ° flight or a badly located hotel.
holiday lights shining The Priceline chage
Y That's all changed, Although

Priceline.com still maintains its

o 5 & “name your own price” option —
Ice rea y In aS Vl e the way to get the very lowest
) 3 prices imaginable — it now also
‘Daily photos by Patrice Stewart gfrgi;hgn d h utt:elijxlahs tfaﬁeb
Rockette Clare Holmes shows the stiff pants each dancer wears for the sites like Hotels.com,
sceng “Parade of the Wooden Soldiers.” 4 Expedia.com, Travelocitycom,
Orbiiz.com and others offer:
By Patrice Stewart And would you believe it? Tt of-
pstewart@decaturdally.com ten undercuts the prices offered
340-2446 by those other full-disclosure
Web sites. Moreover; it doesn't
NASHVILLE — What's a camel charge the same extra fees that
doing on the mG;gnﬂt} Ole Opry Slst?ge? [ g those other Web sites often im-
A peek behi e curtain Satin- : pose.
day revealed several camels learn- W th nine costume : .
ing their steps, instead of perform- changes. It's quite Best deal available
ers like Marty Stuart, Martina demanding’ Thate to complicate your life,
McBride, .{ imnllly Newman and Clare Holmes but what this means is the follow:
Jeannie Seely rehearsing. ocket ing: If you're simply looking for &
Well, camels such as Ivan, Carson mdm‘;fmd £ o flight or a hotel room, and are not
and Wendy have to rehearse their hell-bent on getting the absolute
roles, too, Then they will know ex- it,” said Holmes. “But we have to lowest price, you should now go
actly where to stand in their Living ! learn to work together in the re- to the standard options on
Nativity scene at the end of the Ra- 1 e : ~hearsal process — to dance together Priceline.com in addition to us-
dio City Christmas Spectacular § * : and not stand out as individuals, ing those other h‘ad.lhona.l search
Show, which opens this weekend in g ¥ such as when we form a big wheel engine services:
the Grand Ole Opry House, f in the “Parade of the Wooden Sol- Hotels.com, Travelocity, ete. You
The Opry stars will perform in diers” scene. Then they fall like have to add another search to be
the Ryman Auditorium in down- 2 dominoes in one of the dance absolutely sure you're getting the
tmmu-,f ashmwlla'kee T ? ﬁ‘pﬁf Sou: chef Sarah Zuccher applies icing to the top of a gingerbread wuﬁdhzrmost Samos s Dot arvalan e’
months to room for the io 3 iE AL ) erre In her dressing room, shared with But if
City show. It has become a family house in the Opryland pastry kitchen. These creations will be in Gin- five others, she showenc;’ the stiff, mil- Iy s;:mmy%upr:égo mfg;real
holiday favorite with Santas and 9erbread Corner. itary-style white pants they wear in can't be beaten, you can still uti-

that scene. Then she pulled out the lize the alternate “name your

elves, Raggedy Ann dolls, dancing
pinafores and red foam wigs the own price” bidding features of

bea.rs, shimmying snowmen and

the famous “Parade of the Wooden Rockettes don to become Raggedy Priceline.com. To “bid” for a cool
Soldiers,” as well as the Nativity Ann dolls and the Santa suits they price is still the route to amazing
with live animals. wear while Santa sings “T'm Here.” savings. An associate of mine re-
The camels weren't the only ones “Thereare 18 of us onstageatone cently was required to stay
tuning up for this holiday extrava- time, and we do about nine num- overnight in a hotel in Manhat-
ganza. bers, with nine costume changes,” tan. He used Priceline, specified
7 A Holmes said. “It's quite demand- that he had to have a deluxe prop-
High-kicking Rockettes ing.” erty in midtown, and ended up
., Backstage, a troupe of Rockettes She said the show gets songs getting a room for only $150 a
checked on costumes and wigs, and added occasionally as well as night at the fancy and well-locat-
a couple took time to talk to re- “tmaakmg every year.” The last ma- ed Intercontinental Hotel (which
porters in between practicing their ]&}r addition was the “Twelve Days usually charges avound $400 a
eye-high kicks. of Christmas” scene. night).
Clare Holmes, 33, is from Suifolk, - "Every time you see the show, you )
England, northeast of London. She catch things you didn't see before,” Slowdown in travel
moved to the United States five said Holmes, who has performed It'salso fau'ly obvious that the
vears ago and lives in Las Vegas, this show in Detroit, Toronto, Costa slowdown in travel has reinstatec
and this is the dancer’s fifth year to Mesa, Calif,, and Phoenix. the appearance of top last-
perform with the Rockettes, “You make a lot of good friends,” minute airfare deals on
“The high kicks are what Rock- Holmes said. “And we're all away Priceline.com, for people willing
eties are famous for, and they are from home over Thanksgiving to take a chance. Apparently, the
part of our audition process,” she Christmas, so we spend the ho!ldays airlines are now once again, and
said. The all-day audition includes together” Sometimes family mem- heavily, using Priceline.com to
tap, jazz and kicks, both individual- : - 28 bers come to visit them for the holi- dispose of their lastminute un-
ly aﬁmm have beendane- 1he figures in this Nativity scene are among several dozen placed on da%:;]s year she will be one of the ﬁsﬁsﬂ;{’f Eich e are.d
fora while, and tothis the lawn in front of lighted trees at Gaylord Opryland Resort and Con- 2
%"g W an coming info vention Center in Nashville through the holidays. = Booki P
job, you might think you know all of i ; Please see Spirit, page D2 ookKing.com
- . . But the big news with Price
S - - ; line.com is that it has a]so
] 4Tl A tlten s o wewrews e wuwa | Decomeastandard fulldisclo-




. 1T Up Witf, >0, Next monin 1
.. may need to borrow money
~ from you. Does your offer still
- stand?”
. Abby Inever offered to loan
.. her money! I quickly changed
the subject because I didn't
. want to say anything I might
.- regretlater. HowdoItellherI
don't want to loan her money
_ withoutlosing a friendship or
hurting her feelings? — On the
Spot in Seattle
Dear On the Spok: Tracy may
. becharmingand fimtobe
- around, butshe's not a friend.
In fact, she appears to be a bit
of ahustler Two can play that
;. game,
When she raises the subject
of the loan again —and she
will — tell her: “Tracy, the last

AUDY, I KITOW 1L IS WiuLlg, uuL

- for some reason, I have been

obsessed with him. Ever sinceI
was 10 T have been his favorite
student, and obviously he was
my favorite teacher

This schoolyea: is the first
time Mr: M. isn't teaching
any of my classes. Irealize this
is probably a good thing, but
I'm having difficulty accepting
it. I feel awful. How should I
handle it? éElghﬂl-Grade Ad-
mirer

Dear Admirers Many young
ladies have had crushes on
theirmale teachers, myself in-
cluded. I am not minimizing
your feelings for Mr: M., but
with time and distance they
will diminish. What you areex-

LAULUITU BUULS LavE BApLLaLUIL
dates, and if they are old, they
must be thrown out.

Please tell your readers to
check the dates before sending
items on to the food drive, Then’
their generosity willreach the
people for whom it was intend-
ed.Ithink theyv.ouldbecad to
‘know how much food is wasted
because it was donated after
the expiration date. —Kaliin
Reno, Nev.

Dear Kali: Your letter speaks
for itself. People innesd don't
want spoiled food any more
than the donors do. Thank you
for writing.

Write Dear Abby at www
.DearAbby.com or P.O, Box .

R i e e

periencing is a combinationof 62440, Los Angeles, CA 20069.

‘Spirit

two “swings” who are ready to
goon stage as substitutes atany
time another dancer gets sick.
Those two have to know every
“dancer’s part in every scene,
. rather than just one part.
. Nirine Brown, 22, who is from
Queens, N.Y,, is also a fifth-year
. Rockette.

“Tlove to dance, and I started
dancing at age 5,” she said. She
previously danced with the
Raockettes in Denver, Myrtle
Beach, Costa Mesa and
Phoenix, and this is her second
time in Nashville,

“We do our own makeup, in-
cluding red lipstick and eye-
lashes:.ou can see from the bal-
cony,” said Brown.

Like some other dancers, she
has an extra challenge, because

_ she dances the role of a panda

_ bear in a scene from “The

. Nutcracker:” She showed the
panda head she wears and said
she peeks out through the

* muzzle area, rather than the

. eyes. “They have lights in front

.. of the stage to guide us, because
you can't see much,” Brown
said.

. The sparkly red outfits and
Santa-style hats trimmed with
white fur-are from the “Christ-

. mas in New York” scene, when
all the Rockettes come out of a
taxi on stage.

. “That's my favorite scene, be-

* cause I'm from New York,” said
Brown. “We bring New York to
you in Nashville.” Tickets are
$35t0884

This year for the first time,
Radio City executives decided to

_ send a different group of Rock-

~ ettes to do one weekend of

-~ shows in Birmingham. They

Z will perform at the Birming-

-~ ham-Jefferson Civic Center Are-

:' naDec. 1214,

Lomse Mandrell 5
- While the Rockettes and ani-
- mals were rehearsing, Gaylord
- Opryland Resort & Convention
- Center put the finishing touches
< onits 25th anniversary Country
- Christmas Celebration. The
-2 Tree of Lights was turned on
= Wednesday, adding up to more

than 2million lights outside and

msxde as “eﬂ as other hohclay

Clare Holmes
shows the red

i foam wig

| Rockettes wear

with Raggedy
Ann-style
pinafores.
Nirine Brown,
right, wears a
panda head and

_outfit for one
dance scene in
“A Radio City |
Christmas
Spectac.ular."

i Daily Photo by
Patrice Stewart

Gaylord Opryland is hoping ¥ £ =53 2
the economic downturn won't ~ On the Net e
dampen holiday plans. “We be- Snedger 3
lieve more people may take  iesviodopryland.com.

‘stay-cations’ close to home,”
said spokesman Jeffrey Zim-
mer; so they are offeringamix  comfort food, family food, and it
of new and returning activities ties together well with

for families and people of all show” His salad combines apple
ages. bites, bleu cheese and orzo pasta

3 with wild rice, barley and cran-
Gingerbread Corner berries.

A new Gingerbread Corner ~ The menu includes roasted
area opens Nov. 22, with ginger- chicken with cranberry corn-
bread ornaments to decorate bread stuffing, beef tenderloin
and a Winter Wonderland with pot pie and several home-style
train rides. Santa will arrive vegetables, finished with bread
Nov. 28, and brealfast with the pudding with eggnog sauce and
Grinch can be scheduled, too.  cheesecake with cherry sauce.

In the Gaslight buildingnext  On the General Jackson
door to the hotel, thiswillbethe Showboat, another family-style
second and final year of acolor- dinner including braised short
ful ice display featuring “The ribs and honey glazed chicken
Grinch Who Stole Christmas.” will be served to tunes such as
Thirty-five ice-carving artisans  “Blue Christmas,” “Jingle Bell
from China spent the last six Rock” and other holiday songs.
weeks creating the Grinchand Famous classics also will be
dozens of other familiar charac-  sung by “NashVegas on the Riv-
ters and Whoville houses from  er” impersonators representing
1.5 million pounds of colored Elton John, Tina Turner and
jce. Twenty-foot iceslides, an ici- Elvis. Fiddle player Tim Wat-
cle tunnel and a crystal ice Na- son's “Tennessee Christmas”
tivity scene ave part of thedis- will be the mid-day show. Cruis-
play, which costs $14 to $22 to  es with meals and shows range
tour; depending on the day of from §34 to $88.
the week.

Mandrell, as the hostessand  Holiday craft show
performer for the new Christ-  In the convention center, a
mas dinner and show named Hall of Trees and holiday craft
“Joy to the World,” will play all show will open Nov. 22-23.
kinds of instrumerits, including ~ Meanwhile, poinsettia trees
the accordion, and sing classic and holiday decorations can be
Christmas songs, while mixing viewed on a sfroll through the
in some comedy and holiday indoor, glassroof conservato-
spirit. ries of theresort.

She formerly had a show in ~ “Rockabilly Christmas” will
the Tennessee Smokies. In this  be the theme in the Cascades
show, she will include nephew atrium, where 1950s Christmas
Matt Dundey, son of Barbara tunes will come alive with live
Mandrell, and his wife, Christy bands and dancers on floating
Sutherland, a Christian record- “icebergs.” Music is different
ing artist and songwriter. each night in Fuse, the new

“We'll takea trip tothe North  nightclub.

Pole, and I'll have some fun  Those who tire from all those
sharing the joy of what Christ- activities, whether guests par-

. masisallabout,” Mandrellsaid. ticipating in resort holiday

“And I think the greatest packages or just strolling
thing you can share with through, can be rejuvenated on
friends and family at the holi- site at the Relache spa with
days is food,” so she willdo that  cranberry-pomegranate holiday
with a family-style dinner: Tick- facials, pedicures and other
ets are $32 to £65. treatments.

Mandrell and executive chef  Self-parking to stroll through
Michael Swann introduced the and take in the decorations,
food for the dinner show to be lights and manger scene is $18.
held in an Opryland ballroom. Times and ticket prices for
Heand his team of 15 chefs and shows, dinners, ice displays and
175 cooks have been planning  other events vary; for a com-
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— Heloise

Cell-phone programming
Dear Heloise: I program info
my cell phone numbers for

this | things like refrigerator filters,

vacuum-cleaner bags and belts,
etc. When I'm at the store, T
don’t have to fry to remember
the numbers. — Cathy, viae-
mail .

Frozen paint

- Dear Heloise: I paint canvas-
es and walls. This hint applies
to both types of painting and to
oil-based paint, as well as

onion or fingertips. — Dave,
Poway, Calif.

Easy-find scissors

Dear Heloise: I'm a needle
crafter and use my scissors of-
ten, and I have to search
through the botiom of my bag
for them, I cuta 2-foot piece of
bright-colored yarn, weave it
through the scissors handle, tie
almot and then weave it
through my bag handle, so
when Ineed them, I can fish
them out of my bag inaflash.
— Joanne K. Paulich, Ham-
mond, Ind.

What we know about heaven

Dear Dr. Graham: When we
get to heaven,
will we know
what's happen- @
ingon earth? If |
s0, how can we
be happy?
There’s so
much misery
in the world B
thatI'd think it Bill
would just S
makeussad - Graham
GR.

Dear G.R.: The Bible doesn't
answer all our questions about
heaven, and we don't know ex-
actly how much knowledge
those in heaven have about
what happens here. The Bible

does say that “we are surround-

ed by ... a great cloud of wit-
nesses” (Le,, those who have al-
ready entered heaven) but it is-
n't clear if this means they are
able to observe owur lives (He-
brews 12:1).

But what we do know
about heaven is that we willbe
with God —and because of.
that, heaven is a place of
supreme joy. The Bible says,

“You will fill me with joy in
your presence, with eternal
pleasures at your right hand”
(Psalm 16:11). And even if we
do see something of what is
happening on earth, we'll see
the whole picture then, and

. we'll realize how it all fits in

with God’s eternal plan. We'll
realize too that evil and death
will be defeated, and Christ will
be victorious, That will give us
jox

Heaven is the heritage of
every believer — because
Christ conquered death and
Hell and Satan by his resurrec-
tion from the dead. Have you
put your faith and trust in him
for your salvation? Make sure
of your eternal destinyby ~ »
turning to Christ in repeniance
and faith, and committing your
life to him.

Then ask God touse you to
encourage others who are over-
whelmed by life’s burdens. Yes,
our world is full of misery —
but God wants to use you to
point others to Christ. who
alone can give us hope and new
lifa.

Chocolate Cherry Cheescake + Chinese Chews
Lemon Cream Cake * Blueberry Bars
“Date Nut Cake » Fruit Nut Cake * Sticky Buns

Try our new items!

Dutch Oven

s001.
Try using plastic bag, |" o e
: g p g9 Aliviah Denard, daugh
Jeff and Nicole Denard
freezer to get gum out | Taisemsies
birthday today Sheisth
P grandd
Dear Heloise: My husband acrylics. When you have to stop gl of Doni
decided to help me out with the - your project before finishing, 4 Donna
laundry, only he left gum inhis ~ don't bother to clean up the Decatur
| pocket, and brushes, paint fray, rollers = _=|AGan
now I have gum and/or pallet. Justput themin |[%- e Denard
ona 100 per- plastic bags and store them in = - Trinity
cent polyester the freezer: They'll thaw back a (Daily
sweat suit that out to the same condition. —
heboughtfor |} Parrish Hirasaki, Dickinson,
me. Isthereany Texas COMMUNITY CALE
way to getthe . P
gum out? 2 Travel hint SATURDAY
Ilove your . Dear Heloise: For traveling, 1 | Eaales Turkey Shoot,9a
column. You Hints from find that the daily medicine fregsnment pﬁ—;ce_ Catlri 7]
can'tbelieveatt Heloise containers from a drugstoreor | or 280-6165,
the hints T use. department store work great Music and Dance, Price\
—Lisa H,, viaemail for putting your earrings in. Palace, Bulletproof Cour
Try putting the garment into  For necklaces (especially Band, 7:30-10:20 p.m., ca
aplasticbagand thenintothe  chains), a flat confainer with dress. Sponsored by Sot
freezer for about an hourorso,  double-sided tape in the bottom | e Talent Promoters ar
| just to harden the gum. Care-  works great. It keeps chains ducers Association Inc.,
fully remove the gum usinga from sliding around and tan- profit organization. Publ
dull butter knife (don't usea gling.— Wilma G. Littlerock in | ed to listen or dance. Cz
sharp knife becauseyoumay  California 4362 or 350-1666.
damage the fabric), If an:
residue mma.ins,tz*eatit ngrit.h A 'grate’ onion idea S&%DAY'S Skt
prewash spray; or sponge clean- Dear Heloise: By accident,I | o 0 Singing, 6:30 p.m.
ing fluidonto theback (besure  discovered a greatway to grate | \jiteqd Metinfc;di-st hilte
to test on an area that won't an onion easily I had cutan och Road. Someérville. Ci
show first), then launder as onion in half, and instead of 6564,
usual. Don't put the clothing in  hacking off the end before peel- Singing, 6:30 p.m., Pattl
the dryer until the gum’s all ing off the papery layers, I Church Qj‘ God‘ H'értseik
gone. I'vealways believed that  pulled them upand away from | pecatur Church of God
itsbestfostart with safeand  the white portion. Thisended | tha Happy Melody Boys
easy cleaningaids that you up being a kmoblike handle, 773-2478.
haveat home, and then goonto  which I could easily hold and Singing, 7 p.m., Living Fz
| stronger cleaners or commer-  grate the onionrightdownto | ne<s church, Alabama !
cial preparations, if necessary.  the end without any loss of -Sunshiners; the Crusad:

974-2078.

We publish notices of e
general intereston the
the event and, when sp:
lows, for two days befor
Please submit items on
in advance. Cail 240-243
to Community Calendas
Decatur Daily, 201 First.
Decatur, AL 35609; e-me
news@decaturdaily.cor
to 340-2392.

CPAP Users, are yo
of your CPAP mac!

Want to sleep like a

Wake up to a more «
able, more convenient
alternative.

The SomnoMed M2
medically tested,
made oral appliancs
treatment of obstructiy
apnea and snofing.

Unlike Traditional C
Therapy, SomnoMec

Requires NO Elect
NO limits on sleep p¢
MO cumbersome he

Makes NO noit
Comfortable and easy
Speak and drink whil
Free from any attacl

Travels well
So if you're not hap
CPAP Therapy or jL
improved sleep qualit
and your family, Sor
MAS may be right for
a better nighi's sle
today to schedule ¢
CONSULTATION.

wvww.SomnoMed

DR. RANDY {
SANDLIN,

DMD, PA

CHANGING StiLEs, CHANG!

350 CA




